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2] From the Publishers...

elcome to the first issue of Texoma Farm & Home! We are eager
‘ " / to share diverse and enriching content with readers who share a
passion for country life in North Texas and Southern Oklahoma.

At Lewter Publishing, we believe in the power of knowledge and the impact
it can have on individuals and industries. With this philosophy in mind, we have
curated Texoma Farm & Home to be a premier source of enriching lifestyles
content relevant to our part of Texoma and beyond.

Allow us to introduce ourselves. We are Austin and Jennifer Lewter. We
launched Lewter Publishing in June 2023 when we purchased the Whitesboro
News-Record.

Austin is a veteran journalist and publisher. We are native North Texans and
enjoy raising our four children in the country.

The Lewter family settled at Gordonville, Texas shortly after the Civil War
where they farmed. Our lineage in Texoma rural living runs deep. It is with all
this in mind that Texoma Farm & Home seemed like a natural step and a won-
derful addition to our publishing family.

We are passionate about the people who call Texoma home and we are dedi-
cated to telling their stories and providing content to enrich readers’ lives.

This first issue sets the stage for our vision. You will find equine news, DIY
advice, entertainment recomendations and much more.

We appreciate your interest in Texoma Farm & Home. Thank you for picking
it up and please let us know your story ideas and interests. You can reach us at
alewter(@ntin.net.
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Publishers- Texoma Farm & Home

Keep in touch,

Texoma Farm & Home is a high quality bi-monthly magazine dedicated to country life in North Texas and
Southern Oklahoma. We strive to give our readers and advertisers the best possible service. Our rate card
is applied equally to all. This magazine reserves the right to reject any advertisement at the discretion of the
publisher. The advertiser shall defend and indemnify and hold harmless Texoma Farm & Home against any
claim of liability or loss asserted or established against it by reason. The company’s liability for major errors
lessening the value of an advertisement shall be limited to any advertisement or any part thereof submitted
by or published at discretion of the advertiser. The company’s liability for major errors lessening the value of
an advertisement shall be limited to the advertisement as it shall elect.



TRAVEL

Oklahoma Wine Trails open for business

Wine Trails passport program. The program will
include nine regional wine trails with collectable
stamps and prizes.

“Our new passport program is the perfect ‘bite-sized’ adven-
ture to get folks out to our vineyards and wineries,” ODAFF
Viticulture and Enology Coordinator Madi Franklin said. “We
hope by breaking up our 43 producers into regional trails, ex-
ploring our wine regions will be more approachable and easier
to complete.”

The passports are only available at the vineyard and winery
locations.

With nine trails scattered around the state, the passports offer
the opportunity to try local Oklahoma wine, meet passionate
producers, see some incredible landscapes, and collect fun priz-
es. The Oklahoma Wine Trails passport program is your guide
to a fun filled day or weekend trip in Oklahoma.

“By having nine different passports with only three to six
stops each, the opportunity to win fun prizes is very doable,”
said Franklin. “Plus, you’ll have more time to spend tasting a
wide variety of wines and chatting with our wonderful produc-
ers.”

Each wine trail boasts its own clever name, trail logo and

Oklahorna Agritourism has launched the Oklahoma

color scheme making each one a unique adventure and expe-
rience. The wine trail brochures with information about all 43
stops are available upon request from travelok.com or at a vari-
ety of tourist stops.

Download the free app or visit the Agritourism website to see
the nine trails and stops:

App Website: https://explorer.oklahomawinetrails.com/

Agritourism Website: https://www.oklahomaagritourism.
com/trails/wine-trails/

Oklahoma Agritourism is a marketing program within the
Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food and Forestry. Visit
oklahomaagritourism.com to plan your next adventure.

Find us on:

facebook.
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Your one stop shop for
gifts, womens clothing
and accessories,
beauty and more

Mon-Fri 9am - 6 pm
Sat9 am -5 pm
216 N. Main St., Muenster
940-759-2505
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COVER

Spring will soon be in full bloom

Sponsored Content

orth Texans may still be e - T -
feeling winter’s chill but for the Pilot Point family = S = S :;__,;.,JL p

who owns Texas-Tulips, beautiful spring flowers are
just a few weeks away.

The farm features at least 95 varieties of tulips, all of which
are long-lasting and gorgeous.

Owners Pieter and Petra Koeman said visitors come to the
farm to purchase flowers, to stage fabulous photo ops and to
enjoy the beautiful view of the tulip farm.

Pieter is a skilled farmer with more than 40 years experience
in Holland, the Netherlands. He knows his business.

He said he was long fascinated with Texas, his perception of
the Lone Star state flavored by American television shows in-
cluding the decadent 1980s series “Dallas” about a millionaire
Texas oilman.

“I thought, ‘Oh wow, when the time is right, I gotta move to
this area,”” Koeman said.

When he and his family decided to make the move nine years
ago, Koeman said he didn’t know anyone but was determined to
find an appropriate place for his home and business.

“I called a real estate agent I found online,” he said.

The arrangement worked out well and the family (which also
includes the couple’s children, Pieter Jr. and Hillary; Pieter’s
mother, Afra; and the family’s cats, Hailey and Coco), set about
building a thriving business.

Koeman said he buys his tulip bulbs from the best growers
in the Netherlands.

“It’s so important that I have top quality,” he said. “The tulip
is not a (native) Texas flower.”

The growing season for Texas-Tulips is relatively brief —
just about a month.

Still, there are many things to be considered.

The most important aspect of growing tulips is drainage,
Koeman said.

“You cannot change the soil,” he said. “The most important
thing is the drainage.”

Before purchasing the property in Pilot Point, Koeman tested
the sandy loam soil with a shovel to see how well water drained.

“The water was pretty much gone in one day,” he said.

The tulip picking season begins in late February and lasts
until late March.

The Koemans took a chance and have fashioned a nice life
in Texas. They clearly enjoy their work, their family life and
Texas culture.

The field is open seven days a week from 10 a.m. until 8 p.m.
and is at 10656 FM 2931 in Pilot Point.

For more information, entrance fees and ways to pick your
own tulips call (940) 290-4075 or visit www.texas-tulips.com.

4 - texomafarmandhome.com
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CONNECTS
US

Experience the sheer joy of hearing sound
in its most natural form, all day, every day.
* Sound connects us to the places we go & the people we're

with.

* It’s full of sensory info that we use to make sense of our y
world. 1

* Even when listening through a hearing aid, the sound should
Jill Sheppard, B.S., SLP/Audiology,

be as natural & unchanged as possible. D Tt omn e OST
L ___'i €C We're passionate about great sound! We're a family
I 2-Week Free In-Home Trial I business, driven by a deep sense of responsibility
I $500 Off I to our clients and their families. We understand
| asetofpremium digital hearing instruments. | that you expect transparency, personalization, and
| Some restrictions apply. |
e e 4 convenience. Give us a call. We want you to enjoy the
Expertise « Integrity » Good Humor - Compassion benefits new technology can bring to your life. We
want you to hear well again. 3
HEARCARE, INC. (< ASSOCIATES 4 :
p . p . Jill Sheppard, B.S., SLP/Audiology,
It’s worth your time. It's about your life. Licensed Fitter and Dispenser of Hearing Instruments (LFDHI)

1800 N. Travis St., Suite D « Sherman, TX 75092 - 903.868.2650
800 E. California, Suite 4 - Gainesville, TX 76240 - 903.868.2650

LY

www.hearcareinc.com




LIFESTYLES

As of 2023, there are 28,849 thrift store businesses in the United States, a 3.5% increase from 2022.
(Courtesy Photo)

The cultural revival of the thrift

or decades, thrifting has al-
Flowed people to build their
dream wardrobes and home for

dirt cheap prices. Chain thrift stores such
as Goodwill and The Salvation Army and
small “mom and pop” shops have be-

come so popularized that a new thrifting
culture has emerged surrounding them.

Thrifting throughout the years

The concept of using secondhand
clothing began in the early 20th century
during the Industrial Revolution when
the Salvation Army accepted used goods
from immigrants in return for food and
shelter. Soon after, the thrift store was
born.

In her article, “Not Charity, but a
Chance,” Jennifer LeZotte said people
stereotyped shopping secondhand as a
sign of poverty and uncleanliness. Thrift
stores challenged this stigma by creating

6 - texomafarmandhome.com

by Alexa Guadian

a similar shopping experience to those of
department stores.

From then on out, people saw thrifting
as a way to get rid of outgrown or pre-
loved fashion sustainably in hopes that
someone in need would give their items
anew life.

The thrill of the hunt

Contrary to shopping catalogues and
retail stores, the selection of pieces at a
consignment store is dependent on the
community. The curiosity of what’s go-
ing to be on the racks during each visit is
the allure that keeps people coming back
every week.

Kaley Leatherwood, a college student
and avid thrifter, loves that she can cre-
ate statement outfits for a fraction of the
price.

“I fall in love with every piece I buy.
I recently bought these jeans from Good-

will that are a perfect fit! They were a
mens pair of Levi’s that are the prettiest
shade of blue and will go with a lot of
outfits,” she said.

The thrill doesn’t end at checkout
anymore. Thrifters are now heading to
the internet to share hauls of their finds.
Whether the haul is shared through a vid-
€o or picture, people are creating online
communities to show you don’t need to
spend a fortune to have good style.

Sustainable style

Thrifting has become a way to express
individuality in a sustainable fashion. As
fashion trends are constantly coming and
going, people are turning to repurposing
out of season, secondhand times to fit the
style of today.

As someone who’s always looking

Continued on page 7



LIFESTYLES
From page 6

to create the next best fash-
ion piece for her look book,
Marlen Rivera considers do-
it-yourself projects her best
resource.

“I have a pair of jeans that
no longer fit me, so I added
lace to flare them out and took
them on my trip to Europe.
I’'m incredibly proud of the
up-cycle as it let me keep my
jeans,” Rivera said.

Rivera has a deep passion
for fashion. She appreciates
how thrifting encourages sav-
ing and maintaining the qual-
ity of previously worn cloth-
ing.

Budget-friendly living
Because most items sold at
a consignment store are from
previous fashion cycles or

Calla Lily

Garden Center
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vintage home décor, prices are
dramatically lower than the
original retail. This has given
low-income families, college
students and frugal shoppers
alike a place to purchase qual-
ity items without sacrificing
money needed for necessities.

After a recent visit to her
local Goodwill, Leatherwood
said, “I found three pairs of
jeans, three sweaters and jack-
ets and three books for a grand
total of $50. Those items, mi-
nus the books, would typically
be at least $50 each.”

Bringing the thrift
online

As younger generations are
beginning to experience the
financial impact of inflation,
thrifting has become a popu-
larized niche online. The digi-

1207 S. GRAND AVE, GAINESVILLE
9410-665-1484 * MON-SAT 9 AM-5:30 PM
CLOSED IF RAINING

tal era has made shopping sec-
ondhand more accessible and
inclusive through the creation
of online thrifting platforms
such as Poshmark, Depop and
Facebook Marketplace.

However, with these plat-
forms arise a new recent issue
in the thrifting community:
resellers. Resellers are known
for taking advantage of dis-
counted name-brand invento-
ry and reselling those items
for a higher price online. The
demand has caused prices to
rise, sometimes near the orig-
inal retail.

This is looked down upon
in the community because it
leaves less opportunity for
shoppers to find that lucky,
designer piece they will truly
enjoy.

Since the dawn of second-
hand shopping in the 19th

4
)3

century, the concept of giv-
ing back to the community
through sharing items to be
appreciated once more by
people in need still stands to-
day. Thrift culture stands the
test of time by bringing old
pieces back to life and making
them an appreciated part of to-
day’s fashion.

CHe
1%

903-651-2501

¢ Horse Blanket Wash,
Repair & Customized

2512 Hwy 82, Whitesboro TX 76273

HorseBlanketsHelp.com

Full-Service

Embroidery
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PROFILE

‘Pond Boss’ to be Inducted into
Texas Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame

for Texoma Farm & Home

he Texas Freshwater Fishing
THall of Fame committee an-
nounced this month that, “Pond

Boss” Bob Lusk of Granbury, Texas will
be inducted into the Hall of Fame in 2024.

Lusk helped build the private fisher-
ies industry in Texas and throughout the
United States and is widely considered
the top pond management expert in the
country, generously sharing knowledge
and advice through the Pond Boss web-
site, magazine, Facebook page and online
forum.

“Bob is a great credit to the state of
Texas and has contributed immensely to
the world of freshwater fishing and fish-
eries management,” Kelly Jordon, Texas
Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame selec-
tion committee chairman said. “Bob is
a pioneer in the industry and has given
selflessly of his time and expertise. His
enthusiasm for being a good steward of
the resource, whether it’s private or pub-
lic is very impressive. Bob was resound-
ingly selected to be the 2024 inductee and
the Hall of Fame is proud to have him as
an inductee.”

Lusk was born in Fort Worth and at
the age of 14, his family acquired land on
the Brazos River between Granbury and
Glen Rose. He found his passion for wa-
ter and the aquatic species that lived there
on this property and from then on Lusk
knew he wanted to make a living work-
ing with fish. Lusk graduated from Texas
A&M University in 1979 with a degree
in aquaculture and fisheries management.
Shortly after graduation, he leased a fish
farm in Wichita Falls and started his busi-
ness.

Fisheries knowledge, strategies and
protocols were not where they are today
when Lusk launched his venture. He con-
fronted the challenges head on, accepted
the risks and blazed a path forward. In
1981, Lusk began supplying fish to pri-

8 - texomafarmandhome.com

Texas fisheries expert and Pond Boss Bob Lusk is set to be inducted into

the Texas Freshwater Fisheries Hall of Fame.

vate pond owners through the Soil Con-
servation Service Districts, led by SCS
(now NRCS) State biologist Gary Valen-
tine. The program and business growth
enabled Lusk and several others to in-
crease fish availability statewide. It also
allowed Lusk to develop true manage-
ment strategies that pond owners could
use to maximize the potential of their
fisheries.

Lusk fine-tuned pond stocking and
management over the next decade
through trial and error and collaboration.
Lusk helped launch Pond Boss Magazine
with founding editor Mark McDonald in
1992, a publication that today has more
than 3,500 subscribers in 42 states and
six countries.

Lusk proceeded to transform numer-
ous water bodies from livestock ponds
to trophy fisheries. His innovations led to
the development of fish foods with Purina
Mills, giving pond owners options to feed
multiple sizes of fish and species beyond
channel catfish. The new feeding trends
created a fish feeding industry.

(Courtesy Photo)

He became the editor of Pond Boss
magazine in 2004 and, under his guid-
ance, the publication expanded beyond
print into an online forum. Lusk facili-
tates conferences nationwide and hosts
a weekly Q&A livestream on the Pond
Boss Facebook page. The Pond Boss
community is comprised of tens of thou-
sands of pond owners nationwide, shar-
ing knowledge and experience that im-
prove all aspects of private waters.

Lusk’s Texas-based business conducts
consulting projects for private fisheries
owners from New York to California.
He employed dozens of biologists, with
some going on to establish their own lake
management ventures.

On top of being the nation’s leading
private fisheries biologist and consultant,
Lusk is an award-winning writer, author
and photographer. He served as president
of the Texas Outdoor Writers Association
(TOWA) and received the organization’s
L.A. Wilke award, the most prestigious
award given by TOWA.

Continued on page 10
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Perfect for equestrian enthusiasts, this meticulously maintained 10-acre horse
property features an impressive Austin Stone home, an in-ground pool, and a
top-notch insulated 5-stall block barn equipped with all the amenities, bathroom, and
extra storage area. The residence features an inviting open atmosphere, 3 spacious
ensuite bedrooms, and a loft that overlooks the main living area with a stone fire-
place. Additionally, the property offers multiple pipe turn-out lots with loafing sheds,
an outdoor arena, and an insulated workshop with an adjoining studio complete with
a half-bath and heat & air. A pond, a deep private water well, and community water
further enhance this exceptional property's appeal. Conveniently situated approxi-
mately 5 miles east of 1-35 with frontage along Lone Oak Rd near Lake Ray Roberts.

We’re Dutch and Cheryl Wiemeyer with Keller
Williams Realty. Since 1997, we’ve specialized
in acreage properties around the Northern
Counties of the Dallas-Ft Worth Metroplex.
Whether you want to Buy or Sell a home in an
acreage neighborhood, a home on land in a
spacious country setting, a property that is
set-up for horses and livestock, or raw land to
build or play on, we have the area knowledge
and experience to meet your needs. Please visit
our website, TEXASLIVING.COM, or contact us
directly and let us know how we can help. We
promise you a great real estate experience.

TEXASLIVING KELLERW

ACREAGE PROPERTIES dutchandcherylrealtors

Direct and Text (940) 391-9092 | Email: info@texasliving.com
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From page 8

Lusk freely gives of his time and
knowledge through multiple platforms,
including the free discussion forum,
where users from around the world ask
questions and discuss pond-management
topics. He also hosts a free live pod-
cast on the Pond Boss Facebook page
and viewers have access to a wealth of
knowledge through videos on the Pond
Boss YouTube channel.

Lusk actively gives back through the
Bass Brigade Youth Leadership Camp
each summer. He provides a copy of
Pond Boss magazine to each student who
attends, inspiring the next generation of
fisheries biologists.

Lusk has garnered numerous honors
and has multiple publications throughout
his career:

e 2020 American Fisheries Society
(AFS) Award for Excellence in Public
Outreach

* 2020 AFS Fisheries Management

Ir, E [

A+ Safety Record
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Experienced Crews
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Certified Weldi

BlueWater EnviroLining

Section Hall of Excellence (First Ever
Private Pond Manager to be Inducted)

* 2014 Best Outdoor Magazine less
than 25,000 Circulation from Texas Out-
door Writers Association

e Pond Boss Magazine (More than
3,500 subscribers)

* Pond Boss Online Forum (More than
16,500 registered users)

* Pond Boss Resource Guide

* Books: Basic Pond Management;
Raising Trophy Bass; Perfect Pond...
Want One?; Beyond the Basics: Funda-
mentals of Pond Management

» Texas Outdoor Writers Association
L.A. Wilke Award

“When I started in the private fisher-
ies management business 45 years ago
this tremendous honor never crossed my
mind,” Lusk said. “In fact, I’m still ab-
sorbing and soaking it in. It’s humbling
to know, especially in a career like this,
that others recognize the work enough to
make the nomination and then to be voted
in. It’s an awesome and humbling experi-

’Aulture and Recreational
i Pond Lining

h — }

-
v,

Lusk showing off a catch on a Texas
Pond. (Courtesy Photo)

ence to be honored in the Hall of Fame.”

The Texas Freshwater Fishing Hall of
Fame is housed at the Texas Freshwater
Fisheries Center in Athens. Its mission is
to “recognize and honor those who have
made a lasting contribution to freshwater
fishing in Texas, and to foster a sense of
appreciation, awareness and participation
in the sport of fishing.”

_ &

fater and Stormwater
. *Retention

e )

)

Electrical Leak Location
Services

3114 S Council | Oklahoma City, OK 73179 | 405-774-9612 | www.BlueWaterOK.com
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John Perez, owner of Born Late Records in Fort Worth, curates a shopping experience that harkens back to
the day of cheap concert tickets and vinyl record collections.

(Photo by Omar Paluxy/Paluxy Studios)

Fort Worth record shop serves as time
capsule to a bygone era of rock n’ roll

by Hector Espino

Born Late Records in Fort Worth, Texas is a time machine
back to the 1980’s from its vintage décor to its staff. Ev-
erything from vinyl records to vintage T-shirts, posters from
their original release date and so much more. The perfect
place to find that hidden gem collectors search high and low
for.

The friendly “come on in” you hear as you open the
door is John Perez. Current Born Late Records employee
is founder and guitarist to the recognized doom metal band
Solitude Aeturnus. John is a humble man so it takes a few
visits and conversations to get that information out of him.

I had the opportunity to speak with John about his career
as a “rock star” and was lucky to hear about his career and

life.

He began with his inspiration to pick up an instrument
and funny enough, the tough rock n’ roller began with piano
lessons. “I was taking piano lessons for about two years, |
got bored with playing classical stuff. I was a young kid, I
had lots of energy, I wanted to rock out like AC/DC.”

Like any other guy with the rock n’ roll bug, John wanted
the excitement of the heavy melodies. Inspired by the lik-
ings of Judas Priest, Black Sabbath and Led Zeppelin, “the
heavier the band, the better,” was for him as he grew into his
musical shell.

When asked about what sorts of goals he wanted to ac-

Continued on page 12
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From page 11

complish as he embarked on
this journey, he said, “My
main goal was to create high
quality metal that would stand
the test of time.” Along with
that, he wanted to tour Europe
and the United States, record
one studio album and be rec-
ognized in the books of rock
n’ roll.

John accomplished all of
these and more, and was ok
with being “a little footnote”
in the history books, though
that wasn’t necessarily the
case. Solitude Aeturnus is rec-
ognized as one of the more
respected doom metal bands,
along the lines of bands like
Candlemass.

Wi_th a_ll of the ups he has  Born Late Records is located at 2920 Race St. in Fort Worth.
seen in his career you would (Photo by Omar Paluxy/Paluxy Studios)

Continued on page 13

“Whatever your reason —
We have propiane for every season”
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From page 12

think being dropped from Road Runner records would be a
downside, however that is not the case. I asked John about hav-
ing any regrets in his career and he had none.

“I don’t like to look at the what ifs, I believe everything hap-
pens for a reason,” he said

Well, that stood true as being dropped from Road Runner
records sent Solitude into overdrive and really kicked off their
careers. Prior to them being dropped they had a record deal with
the infamous Road Runner records who funded artists like Mer-
cyful Fate, Down and King Diamond.

Road Runner records and John had some creative control is-
sues that he was looking to get out of. It just so happened they
beat him to the punch.

Solitude went on to release new music that led to his Europe
and United States tour that he’d been chasing, proving his be-
liefs of “everything happens for a reason.”

John had much to say when answering these questions and
you could really feel the passion behind every word.

John sees music as a way of healing and a way to bring ev-
eryone together. He was inspirational being one of “five kids
from Texas who were here to kick ass” and he did just that.

John even left me with goosebumps when asked about what
he thought looking back on his career and how he felt about it.

The country music section at Born Late Records.
(Photo by Omar Paluxy/Paluxy Studios)

“Well, I'm not done yet, I can tell you that,” he said.

Though Solitude Aeturnus is no more, John continues to cre-
ate and spread his love of music to the next generation. He is
currently working on a form of “psychedelic rock and roll” as it
has been something he has wanted to create.

If you’re ever in the north Fort Worth area and are in the
mood for a hidden gem. Stop by Born Late Records, the build-
ing with the big Van Halen logo painted on the side, located on
the corner of Race and North Retta Street.

You’ll hear a “What’s up man! Come on in
behind the counter.

"’

from the guy

LAVENDER RIDGE
PIBMN) — FARMS —€wete

Aday

7 J T _/I -
A TREAT FOR ALL YOUR SENSES
Unigue gift shop, deliciows cafe and garden center
with diverse selection of plants
OPEN MARCH - OCTOBER
FRIDAY - SUNDAY 9-5 | CAFE 10:30 - 3:30

WWW.LAVENDERRIDGEFARMS.COM f
2391 CR 178, GAINESVILLE, TEXAS 76240

INTEGRITY

Primary Care, Weight Management,
Hormone Replacement, DOT Physicals,
New Services Coming Spring 2024:
Aesthetic Injectibles for Fine Lines & Wrinkles

New Patients Welcome
M-F 8:30 am-6 pm

Heater Burkleo,
APRN, FNP-C

Janna Hobbs,
APRN, FNP-C

109 Bois D’Arc, Whitesboro, TX 76273

(903) 564-3366
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HOME

How to create an outdoor living retreat

Texoma Farm & Home

| fresco entertain-
ing has taken off
in recent years. It’s

much more common today to
find homeowners who want
to extend living spaces to the
outdoors in meaningful ways
that go beyond a few lawn
chairs and a stand-alone grill.
Dream backyard living rooms
mirror similar spaces indoors
and contain features like cozy
corners, lush furniture and
televisions or movie projec-
tors. Plus, they often abut ad-
ditional outdoor luxuries like
fully functional kitchens.

Homeowners have various
options when designing out-
door living spaces. Above all
else, spaces should be created
with the goal of encouraging
people to get together. Here
are some ideas.

Poolside retreat

Homeowners with pools
and other water features likely
want this area to be the star of
the entertaining space. Furni-
ture will be more of the loung-
ing variety, with comfortable
chaises and spots to catch the
sun. If a swim-up bar isn’t
possible, a rolling bar cart can
be stocked with essentials for
cocktails or mocktails for the
kids. Furniture near the pool
will be exposed to a lot of sun,
so look for durable, sun-resis-
tant fabrics.

Fireside nook
Gathering around an out-
door fireplace or fire pit is a

14 - texomafarmandhome.com
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It’'s much more common today to find homeowners who want to extend living spac-
es to the outdoors in meaningful ways.

treat when the weather cools
down. Mirror the look of the
same setup indoors by ar-
ranging outdoor sofas so they
flank the fireplace. Add some
ottomans or side tables for
stowing mulled cider or hot
chocolate. A mantel above
the fireplace can hold pots of
greenery or candles that add to
the ambiance.

Consider a custom
banquette

Unused corners on a patio
or rooftop retreat can utilize a
custom-made banquette that
provides the functionality

14

of a sofa sectional outdoors.
Have a contractor design it to
the exact specifications of the
area, and add a rug to ground
the space.

Vary the flooring

Depending on the enter-
taining space, a balance of
soft grass, pavers or other
hardscape will be necessary.
Certain areas will need to be
hard enough for chairs and
other furniture, particularly
for those who are including
an outdoor dining table in the
design.

(Courtesy Photo)

Create some privacy

Some homeowners are
lucky enough to have natu-
ral barriers that offer privacy
in their entertaining spaces.
When there isn’t enough, tall
shrubs, inexpensive bamboo
fencing or trellis can provide
a blind that makes an outdoor
living area more cozy and pri-
vate. Consider placing tall,
potted plants on rolling cast-
ers to improve privacy as the
need arises.

Outdoor living spaces are
all the rage, and they can add
value and functionality to
most any home.



HOME

Low-cost ways to revamp living areas

Texoma Farm & Home

ome improvement projects require substantial fi-
Hnancial investment. But just because a homeowner
wants to bring a fresh look indoors doesn’t mean he

or she has to break the bank along the way.

Living rooms are some of the most frequently used spaces in
a home, and they can use an update from time to time to stay on
trend or to make the area more functional for a changing fami-
ly dynamic. Here are some budget-friendly ideas for breathing
new life into living room designs.

* Establish the budget. Homeowners should figure out how
many dollars they can designate to a living room makeover be-
fore purchasing supplies or hiring out the work. Figure out the
scope of the remodel, visit stores or suppliers to price out mate-
rials, get estimates from contractors, and then plan for some un-
foreseen circumstances along the way to determine if this type
of renovation is affordable. If not, scale things back until the
project more closely aligns with your budget.

* Change the paint color. Lighter and brighter colors are on
trend. A can or two of paint can do wonders for updating a space
without a large financial commitment. Pair that new paint color
with new window coverings and complementary throw pillows
to pull the theme together with minimal expense.

» Update the flooring. Tired, outdated carpeting or other
flooring can use an overhaul. While solid hardwood flooring
may be preferable, there are many types of laminate flooring
that mimic the looks of popular wood colors and styles for a
fraction of the cost. Plus, many are sold at home improvement
retailers and even at warehouse clubs or online for reasonable
prices. Laminate flooring also may be a potential DIY job for a
skilled homeowner, saving even more money.

* Introduce a fireplace. Fireplaces were once hot commod-
ities, but that popularity waned in the 1970s and 1980s. Home-
owners with chimneys may discover a fireplace was boarded
over and the bare bones still exist that can be renovated to bring
back character. There also are ventless freestanding units that
are quite affordable that can mimic the look of a built-in fire-
place.

* Reupholster instead of replace furniture. There’s no
need to throw away quality furniture if the fabric is the only
thing impeding design. New upholstery or even a slipcover can
update designs.

* Conquer clutter. Rather than adding something to the liv-
ing room, remove clutter to give the room a more airy feel. This
can instantly change the look of the room. Use cord covers to
tame plugs for electronics and remove unnecessary furniture
from the room.

* Improve lighting. Another easy and often inexpensive fix

Living room spaces in need of an update often can ben-
efit from improvements that go easy on the wallet.
(Courtesy Photo)

is to change lighting fixtures, including using brighter, more en-
ergy efficient LED bulbs, and to assess lighting needs to elimi-
nate dark corners of rooms that can make the space seem drab.

texomafarmandhome.com - 15
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Oklahoma songwriter
strikes a distinct chord

by Sheridan Mears

like any other small country town, he was raised with
good old fashion values.

As time went on, he grew to love things of the new age. Mc-
Clour explored all types of genres in the music industry, but
then found where he belongs. The Americana style is where he
feels home.

He describes his 2022 album “Show up and Love Me” as
“country, not western. It’s down home, not yee-haw.” McClour
said “I just hope something you hear on this album connects
with you.”

I enjoy Texas country and Americana music, so when there is
new music hitting the scene, I am the first to check it out.

“Shut Up and Love Me” is an 11 track Americana album.
Starting with “Bloodline,” it set the tone of how the artist de-
scribed the album as “down home.”

Track two “Just Getting Started” feels like an anthem to his
career starting to rise. The upbeat tune gives it that upbringing
feel.

Then I hear tracks that are slower and more heartfelt. Songs
such as “When Will I Learn” and “Walls” take you down a dif-
ferent path.

Slow songs give artists a chance to showcase their feelings
and emotions in a way that becomes therapeutic to listeners.

I enjoyed these tracks. As I was listening, [ was able to un-
derstand the story and meaning behind the lyrics.

One tune that stuck out to me was the track entitled “Blessed
are the Peacemakers.” The song is used as a message to today’s
society.

In a world that is full of hate and so much tension, we should
appreciate the good people that are still in this world. “Blessed
are the peacemakers... keeping their eyes on heaven...” Mc-
Clour sings the message.

Songs such as “Springsteen Serenade,” the seventh track on
the album, I really appreciate for the story telling. McClour did
a great job using words to give scenarios and visuals that put
you in the place and scene that the song is describing.

When it comes to tunes like “Forgive Me” and “Train
Wreck,” they are like the perfect combination of love struck
and a train wreck- literally.

“Forgive Me” is about how forgetful he is of the woman’s
name but has eyes for her.

That theme gives the same feelings towards “Train Wreck”
where he is telling a woman he is a bad guy, all over the place,
but he wants her no matter what. Despite his reckless behavior,

Joe McClour was born in a small town in Oklahoma. Just
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he will not play games with her heart.

One of my personal favorites on the album is a song entitled
“Dead Flowers.” The tune is very upbeat and gives me vibes
similar to the style of the band the Turnpike Troubadours. This
is a song I could jam and sing to in my car.

However, this is a Rolling Stones original that McClour cov-
ered in his own style. It was sung in a style that could help me
get over someone, really get the emotions flowing, but all in
good terms.

Next up, are tracks three and five, entitled “When Will I
Learn” and “Younger Days.” These have themes that go hand
in hand.

I know my elder family members enjoy tunes that sound like
an old country song, and that is what these two tracks sound
like. They also contribute to that by the old-time feel of the
lyrics.

Storytelling of way back when is always a good theme to go
for when you want to reach listeners who enjoy that old time
feeling.

Lastly, the title track “Show Up and Love Me” is like a call
to action love song. It is bittersweet but a yearning for the love
and touch of his significant other.

The song takes you through a story of a man who is asking
his lover to be present and love him unconditionally. No matter
the troubles or hardships, he is asking her to be there and con-
tinue to stick with him through it all.

I love this track especially for that message.

Overall, I thoroughly enjoyed diving into this album. Coun-
try and down home is exactly the feel this album gives.

We need more singers in the country scene who continue to
bring that energy. Country fans old and young demand that.
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Van Alstyne, Texas native Austin Michael is making his way as a working songwriter and musician in

Nashville.

(Courtesy Photo)

North Texas native is making
his way Iin Nashville

by Mary Jane Farmer

Musician Austin Michael, at age 21, is in his
eighth year, and says, “This is not a marathon, this
is a sprint.”

The Van Alstyne native is now living and working in
Nashville, with some of its most successful profession-
als in his corner.

His childhood dreams had always been along the ro-
deo line. He received a guitar before he was a teenager
and taught himself to play. But music, for him, was still
just a diversion, a way to unwind at the end of his busy
days.

That is, until a family friend sent a cell-phone video
of him singing “Fly Away” to the TV competition series,

It can take a long time to be an overnight success.

“American Idol.” He didn’t even know about that, until
he got word that he’d been accepted.

Of it, Michael said, “I enjoyed it. I didn’t walk into it
with the same mind set as others did. I thought through
it all that I was very blessed to be here. Not... ‘this is
my future...” But when I got back home and it aired, I
realized from the many calls and messages that it had
touched people. It kinda made me go, ‘Well, if they be-
lieve in me, and if they want me to do it, well I can.””

After his stint with American Idol, Austin Michael’s
Van Alstyne family home burned down. The family
moved to Westminster and lived with his grandparents
for a while. Then, they found land that could accommo-

Continued on page 18
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date the livestock the family maintains
that was in Pottsboro.

“We had a ranch with 50 acres and
horses and cows and a few ponds. It was
a good four years, but there were issues
that went with the good fortune — plumb-
ing, electric.” Again, back to the grand-
parents’ house in Westminster, where the
family still resides.

Nashville had to fit into the picture.
His first trip out there happened after he
got a text from his dad’s friend, golf pro
John Daly. “Listen here, where are you?
You need to get to Nashville yesterday.”
Austin Michael said he packed up and
headed out. There, he slept in his car out-
side motels and used their bathrooms to
clean up. Through Daly’s understandable
influences, Austin Michael received the
chance for one co-writing session, and
that then turned into three sessions or
“writes” as he said they are called. After
the third one, he was invited to stay one
more day. He said he spent the rest of that

day wandering the streets, trying to figure
it all out.

“I didn’t understand the industry. |
thought it was like it used to be,” he
said. “I decided I wouldn’t be going back
here.”

But, Michael, being the Christian that
he is, gave credit “100% to God for every
step along the way. No question in my
mind, I believe everything happens for a
reason.”

He said he texted Daly again, asking,
“Is there anybody you want me to meet
while I’'m here? He (Daly) had three oth-
ers and [ met with all of them.” One was
nice enough to let Austin Michael crash
on his couch. His roommate, who worked
with L3 Management, stayed there, too.
He walked in.

“Who are you? I asked.

“I live here,” the roommate answered.

“Oh, nice to meet you,” I said.

“Why are you here?” he asked.

“I’m another country artist trying to
make it,” I replied.

“Well, if you want to be serious, come
with me tomorrow,” he suggested.

Michael did, and it went uphill from
there.

Before he’d left Nashville on that trip,
Michael had an offer from a management
company, a publishing company and a la-
bel opportunity.

Austin Michael was set to go back to
Nashville, and this time, management
told him, “You aren’t sleeping in your
car.” “They had me set up. And from then
on I was booked solid.”

After that, Michael would travel to
Nashville about every other month or so
until it seemed more sensible to make a
geographical move. First, he moved to
an Alabama town, staying with a buddy
of his there. It was a two-hour drive to
Nashville, and he made that two-way trek
every day. And then it happened — Aus-
tin Michael moved to Nashville in Au-
gust of last year.

“It simplified and it complicated my

Continued on page 19
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life,” he said. “I am so fam-
ily-oriented, it’s hard to be
away from family. But, it has
allowed me to be more acces-
sible. I play a lot of writers’
rounds and meet people. I'm
always writing and always re-
cording and always meeting
people.”

“One thing is for certain,”
he said. “I have done a lot
of growing up here, but not
going to let the town change
me. It’s a slippery slope and
I know I have to adapt to my
surroundings.

“I still wear my cowboy
hat, it keeps the hair out of my
face while working. And, in
this concrete jungle, it seems
genuine knowing it’s about
where I came from.”

When he answered the in-
evitable question all musi-
cians get — Who is your idol?
— it was a simple answer for
Michael. “Cody Johnson has
always been my idol. I love
his authenticity, respect, atti-
tude, his moral compass. It all
comes across in very obvious
ways.”

Nowadays, Austin is releas-
ing singles about every 4-6
weeks, moved it up to three
releases in January. It’s not
genuine choregraphed videos
he and his team are producing,
they call it “visualizers.’

“Most people don’t under-
stand, a video costs about $50
grand to produce. My manage-
ment team has one guy who is
pretty good with a camera. We
just finished a recording and
a visualizer for ‘Whiskey In
The Dirt.””

That and other visualiz-
ers, along with the first video
made those many years ago,
“Country Cred,” are available
on YouTube.

!

Eight years ago, a much
younger Austin Michael
performing in Sherman,
Texas.
(Photo by Mary Janne
Farmer/Scene in Town)

And another question song-
writers get — “Where do
you get your ideas for new
songs?” Austin Michael said
it can come from recurring is-
sues, conversations. “There’s
really no way to go about it.
Sometimes during relaxing
times, maybe wake up in the
middle of the night, or some-
body sparks an idea, and some
kind of emotions hit me.”

So, where is it all going for
this young talented man?

“I could go either way. I
could sit back and complain
as to why I’m not a superstar.
But, I am a firm believer that
God opens doors... Give us a
few years. We’ll have a num-
ber one.”

FAMILY-OWNED, FULL-SERVICE, USDA INSPECTED
PROCESSING PLANT AND MEAT MARKET

MON.-SAT. 9 AM.-6 P.M.
1610 W. PINE ST. | NOCONA, TX

940-825-1036 | NOCONAMEATCOMPANY.COM
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Not so sweet like ‘Candy’

by Jolee Skinner

Hulu mini-series retells an
incident that shocked North
Texas 40 years ago

rue crime stories are one of

I the most popular categories in

shows, movies and podcasts in

the nation. Shows like “The Staircase” or

“American Crime Story” people cannot

get enough of. The public loves a good

crime story because it’s fascinating. It’s

often looked at like museums in terms of
the shock factor.

“How can people commit horrifying
crimes?” one might wonder. This ques-
tion, the horrifying shock factor and fas-
cination captures the essence of Hulu’s
mini-series “Candy.”

“Candy,” directed by Michael Up-
pendahl, tells the story of a real murder
committed by Candy Montgomery that
shocked the small town of Wylie, Texas
40 years ago.

The story starts with episode one
where we meet the main characters. Can-
dy Montgomery is a typical housewife
who seemed to have it all. Perfect mar-
riage, perfect kids, perfect life and sup-
portive community.

She’s a stay-at-home mom who does it
all and is always there for you. She leads
Bible study about being a “good little
tree” and how if we are good people we
will see God. Candy then leaves to stop
by a friend’s house.

Christina Gore is best friends with
Candy’s daughter Becky. They were hav-
ing fun spending time together, so Candy
allowed Christina to stay with her daugh-
ter a second day. Candy then goes to the
Gores’ house to pick up a swimsuit for
Christina and then is greeted by Christi-
na’s mom Betty. In the next scene, we see

20 - texomafarmandhome.com

Candy run through Betty’s house with
wet hair, missing glasses and bleeding. In
that moment, the audience knows what
just took place. Candy moves fast trying
to cover her tracks and already makes up
a story to tell her husband.

Allen Gore, Betty’s husband, is away
on a work trip and tries to reach Betty
with no avail. He then asks some neigh-
bors to go check on her and what they
find horrifies them.

Episode one establishes the dichoto-
my between Betty and Candy. Candy is
bright, outgoing and very friendly. Betty,
on the other hand, is an introvert and is
struggling with postpartum.

“Candy” explores the theme of “the
perfect housewife.” A role that Betty and
Candy are trying to fill but doesn’t ulti-
mately exist.

“Candy” is also a series that pays a lot
of attention to detail, from the setting,
the colors, the sound and tone during a
scene. For example, we see the garage of
the Gores’ house plenty of times in the
months leading up to the murder. We of-
ten get shots of Allen’s tool setup in the
garage. We see his hammer and other
tools such as the infamous axe. A detail
that makes the viewers have an unsettling
feeling as we know what that axe is going
to be used for later.

The series also explores the idea of
feminine rage. A rage that women have
but are supposed to not show. Betty is an
anxious, meek, little woman. But later in
the series she snaps at her husband and
is struggling with her emotions. There
is clearly something more bothering her.
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The rage builds over time for Candy. It
starts when Candy is having an affair
with Betty’s husband and then dissolves.
Betty knows something happened with
Candy and her husband which leads to
her confronting Candy.

In the final episode, we see Candy
go to trial for the murder of Betty Gore.
Candy’s version of things is not quite like
the Gores’ version as we see while she is
testifying. We see flashbacks on Candy’s
story and all the inconsistencies.

Then we see it. The murder and all 41
blows Candy delivers to Betty. And then
she drives home and picks up her kids,
like nothing ever happened.

In conclusion, the series ends in a way
the viewer may not expect. The ending
of the series doesn’t have a resolution.
Candy ultimately gets away with Betty’s
murder, is found not guilty after confess-
ing and walks away free. But as she is
walking to her car, Candy is reminded
of the cost of her actions by realizing life
will never be the same. “Candy” is a great
watch for those wanting to see a “truth
is stranger than fiction” story. This series
delivers that and more.
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TRY ANEW MEAT AND POTATOES
DISH THIS ST, PATRICK'S DAY

Texoma Farm & Home

St. Patrick’s Day presents the perfect opportunity to try au-
thentic Irish cuisine as well as foods and beverages that have
become associated strictly with the holiday (like green beer).
It’s likely someone you know will be cooking corned beef and
cabbage this St. Patrick’s Day. But what if you’re among those
who just doesn’t fancy the salted and pickled flavoring of this
familiar favorite?

“Zesty Braised Beef with New Potatoes” isn’t exactly corned
beef, but it can be a worthy alternative. It’s warm, filling and
flavorful, and can be just the thing to eat on a chilly March day.
What’s more, this rich beef can pair well with a dark stout like
Guinness. Enjoy this recipe, courtesy of “The Healthy Slow
Cooker” (Robert Rose) by Judith Finlayson.

Continued on page 22
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Zesly Braised Beef
with New Potatoes

Serves &

Ingredients

2 tablespoons olive oil, divided

2 ounces chunk pancetta, (preferably hot) diced

2 pounds trimmed stewing beef, cut into 1-inch cubes and
patted dry

2 onions, finely chopped

4 cloves garlic, minced

1 teaspoon dried thyme

12 teaspoon sea salt

12 teaspoon cracked black peppercorns

12 cup dry white wine

2 cups chicken stock

2 pounds small new potatoes, scrubbed and thinly sliced
(about 30 tiny ones)

14 teaspoon cayenne pepper, dissolved in 1 tablespoon

freshly squeezed lemon juice
1/4 cup finely chopped parsley leaves.

Instructions

1. In a skillet, heat 1 tablespoon of the oil over medium-high
heat. Add pancetta and cook, stirring, until nicely browned,
about 3 minutes. Transfer to slow cooker stoneware (312 to 5
quart).

2. Add beef to skillet, in batches, and cook, stirring until
browned, about 4 minutes per batch. Transfer to stoneware as
completed.

3. Reduce heat to medium. Add remaining tablespoon of oil
to pan. Add onions and cook, stirring, until softened, about 3
minutes. Add garlic, thyme, salt and peppercorns and cook, stir-
ring, for 1 minute. Add wine, bring to a boil and boil, stirring
and scraping up brown bits from bottom of pan for 2 minutes.
Add stock and potatoes and bring to a boil. Simmer for 2 min-
utes.

4. Transfer to stoneware. Cover and cook on low for 8 hours
or on high for 4 hours, until potatoes are tender. Stir in cayenne
solution. Cover and cook on high for 10 minutes. Transfer to a
server dish and garnish with parsley. Serve with a big platter of
roasted carrots.

.
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HEALTH

Hear Better. Think Sharper.

ur brains were designed to

hear. So much so that when

our hearing deteriorates, our
brains can go into overdrive, striving to
“fill in the gaps” and help us fully en-
gage. It leaves those with hearing loss
scrambling to stay connected.

Hearing problems are more common
than you may think, with an estimat-
ed 48 million Americans experiencing
some level of hearing loss. It can happen
gradually or more suddenly, and may be
caused by factors such as aging, genetics,
or exposure to loud noises. Hearing prob-
lems may also be associated with other
significant health issues, which makes it
especially important for you to have any
changes in your hearing checked.

Perhaps one of the most troubling po-
tential connections is that of hearing loss
and dementia or cognitive decline, which
may be associated with changes in brain
structure, reduced brain volume or shared
brain pathways. Even in situations where
there are no direct links to physical dis-
ease, people who can’t hear well may
become depressed due to feeling isolated
or frustrated with their inability to under-
stand conversation.

If hearing problems are ignored or un-
treated, they can get worse. That’s why
treating hearing loss is so important to
maintaining overall good health.

“The first step is having your hearing
assessed to determine the cause of your
difficulty,” said Jill Sheppard, B.S., SLP/
Audiology, Licensed Fitter and Dispens-
er of Hearing Instruments (LFDHI), and
co-owner of HearCare & Associates in
Sherman and Gainesville. “It’s an easy
process that’s painless, non-threatening
and, according to some of our patients,
even fun! You’ll want to know the root
cause of your hearing difficulty and treat
it in a way that meets your preferences,
budget and lifestyle.”

A hearing evaluation begins with

Sponsored Content

a conversation between you and your
hearing professional. Your ears will be
checked for wax or other problems. Then
you’ll have your hearing tested. You’ll
sit in a soundproof booth (with glass
windows so you can see out!) and, while
wearing earphones, you’ll raise your
hand when you hear a sound. It’s quick
and painless. Your results are immedi-
ately available. You’ll receive important
information about any issues and be fully
informed about options available to you.

“Nothing sounds as good as what God
gave you,” said Kenneth Sheppard, Jr.,
smiling. Kenneth, also a Licensed Fitter
and Dispenser of Hearing Instruments,
is co-owner of HearCare & Associates.
“You want to work with a professional
who will assess the ability you have to
hear natural sounds and then leverage
that with the finest technology available
and the earnest desire to help you hear
well again.”

Your hearing health depends on you

being an educated consumer. How you
get your information, what you choose,
and who you buy from can have enor-
mous implications for how satisfied you
are with your new hearing aids (and the
price you paid for them).

“We understand that you want the best
from your investment in hearing well,”
said Jill. “You deserve personalized at-
tention and a hearing aid customized to
your needs. We sometimes get walk-in
patients who complain that they pur-
chased online and don’t even know how
to put the hearing device in their ears!
You want to ensure that your hearing aids
are tailor-made to your specific hearing
loss and that you have the information
and the skill to wear them with confi-
dence and ease.”

Questions? The HearCare team pro-
vides knowledge, compassion and over
40 years of experience. They invite you
to call 903-868-2650 for more informa-
tion.
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The Cowgirl who wears many hats

by Kiley Morgan

inlie Brennise is what some
would call an all-around
cowgirl. She is a student ro-

deo athlete at Tarleton State University
in Stephenville, breakaway roper in the
PRCA (Professional Rodeo Cowboys As-
sociation) and small business owner.

Brennise is originally from Craig,
Colorado, but found her love for Texas
roughly four years ago.

She moved to Weatherford, Texas
where she attended cosmetology school
at Weatherford College for two years. Af-
ter graduating cosmetology school, Bren-
nise went on to Tarleton where she will
graduate this spring with a bachelor’s in
business.

Since moving to Stephenville, Bren-
nise has competed on the Tarleton Rodeo
team for three years and opened her own
business, Luxury Aesthetics.

“It’s kind of a funny story. I never pic-
tured myself owning my own business. |
went to cosmetology school basically just
to have a job while I went to college,”
Brennise said.

While in cosmetology school, Bren-
nise met her best friend, Grace Seargeant.
At the time, Seargeant was cutting hair at
a local salon in Stephenville, where Bren-
nise would soon open her own lash bed.

“I was interested in permanent make-
up, so I got Grace to go with me to do
a class on permanent makeup,” Brennise
said. “After we got certified, we learned
that since permanent makeup was a tat-
tooing service, we could not do it in the
same room as any other cosmetology ser-
vice.”

After hitting this bump in the road,
Brennise went on a search for a small
building to open her own salon with
Seargeant. After searching, Brennise fi-
nally found a building where they could
offer lash extensions, permanent makeup
and spray tan services.

Brennise eventually moved the busi-
ness to its current location at 2301 North-

24 - texomafarmandhome.com

Kinlie Brennise is a student, entrepreneur and all-around cowgirl.

west Loop, Unit 103 in Stephenville. A
year ago, Brennise and Seargeant became
co-owners of Luxury Aesthetics.

“We basically do everything but hair
and nails here. We do permanent makeup,
facials, lashes, face waxing, teeth whit-
ening, an injector who does botox and lip
injections, spray tans and makeup ser-
vices for events and such,” Brennise said.

(Photo Courtesy of Tarleton Rodeo)

Juggling school, rodeo and a business
is challenging for Brennise.

“I don’t always do the best job at jug-
gling it all,” she said. “I actually really
like Tarleton’s program because | have
been able to be online my entire school
career here, so then it’s just my fault
when I don’t balance everything and get

Continued on page 26
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my work done.”

Having school online, and owning her
own business makes it easier for Brennise
to be able to rodeo at both the collegiate and
professional level.

“I started my college career team roping,
goat tying, breakaway roping and running
barrels,” she said. “This is the first year that |
have only entered the breakaway.”

Not only is Brennise about to start her
spring semester of college rodeos, but she is
also about to compete in one of the biggest
professional rodeos, the Fort Worth Stock
Show and Rodeo (FWSSR).

“I am really, really excited to compete at
FWSSR,” Brennise said. “Last year was the
first year I stepped out of my comfort zone
and went rodeoing... I went for a few solid
months on the road. I actually qualified for
Fort Worth through the WPRA Finals (Wom-
en’s Professional Rodeo Association). It is
definitely cooler to make it to Fort Worth
while you are in school because then they are
like ‘Oh, Tarleton State.””

Kinlie Brennise in a rodeo last summer.
(Photo Courtesy of Kristen Schurr photography)

‘/}\- FARM CREDIT

““”,.; WE'VE BEEN LIVING & LENDING
"N% OUT HERE FOR OVER 100 YEARS

OUR LOANS & SERVICES INCLUDE:

Rural Homes on Acreage
(including non traditional homes)
Construction Financing
Homesite & Lot Loans
Mortgage Refinance Options
Traditional Mortgages

BILLY LEAVITT HAYLEY BIRDSONG BLAKE LUDOLPH

MORTGAGE TEAM LEAD MORTGAGE LOAN OFFICER MORTGAGE LOAN OFFICER
NMLS#: 231178 | 469-318-6841 NMLS#: 2075118 | 903-504-4993 NMLS#: 1626723 | 903-969-0736
BLeavitt@TexasFarmCredit.com HBirdsong@TexasFarmCredit.com BLudolph@TexasFarmCredit.com

TexasFarmCredit.com/Mortgage
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Oklahoma ranch delivers a rare breed

wright, Oklahoma, tucked back
behind a labyrinth of winding
country roads and beautiful scenery lies
an unassuming ranch that produces some
of the rarest and highest-quality regis-
tered grullo quarter horses in the country.

Corbett Creek Ranch (CCR) is home
to 18 broodmares and two studs, all of
whom are registered with the American
Quarter Horse Association (AQHA) and
can be registered with ABRA (Ameri-
can Buckskin Registry Association) and
IBHA (International Buckskin Registry
Association.)

Less than 1% of registered Ameri-
can Quarter Horses are grullo. Grullo
(or grulla) quarter horses are known for
their distinguishing color pattern and
dun markings. These markings include a
lighter body with a dark main, tail, legs
and face; a dark dorsal stripe down the
center of their back; and possible striping
across the shoulders or on the back of the
forelegs. These markings are a result of
genetic makeup which, at Corbett Creek
Ranch, is highly controlled.

“Our horses are hand-selected,” own-
er Vickie Corbett said. “We want horses
with a great mind -- that’s a top priority
— and conformation (shape or structure),
pedigree and color.”

Both of CCR’s studs are double homo-
zygous dun, meaning their foals are more
likely to carry dominant traits, like black
legs and dun factor. As a result, Corbett
Creek Ranch foals typically sell for any-
where from $7,500 to $8,500.

“We sell our foals to people from
all over the world,” Corbett said. “We
have one in Hungary, some in Canada
and Mexico. Our ultimate goal is to get
several into Europe. These foals are so
sought-after, they’re sometimes sold in
utero before they’re even born.”

Vickie and her husband Brent fell in
love with horses as kids. Once they were

'ust past the Red River in Cart-

by Jessica Edwards

A mother and yearling graze at Corbett Creek Ranch in Cartwright, Okla-
homa.

married, they knew they wanted to start a
breeding program that not only produced
horses with great color, but also had the
ability to be the best all-around horses.
Over the past 30 years, they have built
a ranch that breeds and produces grullo
quarter horses that can do anything from
barrel racing and ranch riding to cutting
and showing.

This year the ranch is expecting 14 ba-
bies (seven have been delivered so far).
The broodmares are on a rotation, and
the breeding process begins Feb. 1. The
studs are pulled from the pastures at the
end of May or beginning of June. With
an 11-month gestation period, foals begin
arriving in January.

At CCR, babies are handled from birth

(Photo by Jessica Edwards)

and provided with the best care and nu-
trition. They are free-choice creep fed
around one month old so they can come
and go as they please. This provides
supplemental nutrients to nursing foals,
usually through grain or protein supple-
ments. They also enjoy Bermuda grass
and a supplement of Alfalfa. At four
months old, they’re weaned and prepared
for their new homes.

To see an example of the high-quali-
ty animals that come from Corbett Creek
Ranch, stop by their booth at the upcom-
ing ABRA world show in Tulsa this July.
See these beautiful animals on their Face-
book page and learn more about Corbett
Creek Ranch by calling Vickie at 580-
775-5989 or visiting www.CorbettCreek.
com.
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FROM MOVIE NIGHTS AND LIVE BANDS
T0 PRIVATE PARTIES AND RENTALS,

TIRE SALES & REPAIR WE’RE YOUR PREMIER EVENT VENUE IN THE
HEART OF DOWNTOWN WHITESBORO, TEXAS.

Oil Change * Feed * Ranch Supplies

Welding Supplies/Repair BOOK THIS SPACGE FOR YOUR:

BADBOY Dealer BIRTHDAY PARTIES - REUNIONS - BABY SHOWERS
WEDDINGS & RECEPTIONS - CORPORATE MEETINGS
ANNIVERSARY PARTIES

CALL 817.793.2986 FOR DETAILS. o

Prices subject to change
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e Truck Equipment

Gooseneck Hitch|| Fifth Wheels|| Flatbeds
Truck’/Accessories| Service Bodies
Fuel Tanks|| Dump Body.
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Bools « Arl Galleries * Music | |
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AN [Emmes
817.594.2299 - cell: 817.597.8150
2620 Ranger Hwy. Weatherford

Supplying Premium Truck Accessories & Equipment Since 1997!
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Opening Reception Saturday, March 2, 1pm-4pm
7th Annual Show & Sale will hang February 24—March 31
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PETS

This Month’s Featured Pet:

Texoma Farm & Home

Buddy the African
Sulcata Tortoise

his month’s TF&H featrure pet is Buddy the African
I Sulcata tortoise.
Buddy is nine years old and lives with his human
family in Collinsville, Texas.

African Sulcata tortoises, also known as African spurred tor-
toises, are popular reptile pets due to their docile nature and rel-
atively low maintenance requirements compared to some other
pets. Here’s some information about them:

Size
Sulcata tortoises are one of the largest species of tortoise,
reaching lengths of up to 30 inches (about 76 cm) and weights
of over 100 pounds (about 45 kg). They can live for several
decades, with some individuals reaching over 100 years old.

Habitat
In the wild, Sulcata tortoises inhabit semi-arid grasslands and
savannas in Africa. As pets, they require large enclosures with
plenty of space to roam and explore. They also need a warm and
dry environment, so a heated enclosure or outdoor space with
access to sunlight is essential.

Diet
Sulcata tortoises are primarily herbivores, feeding on a diet
of grasses, hay, leafy greens, and vegetables. It’s crucial to pro-
vide a varied diet rich in fiber and calcium to ensure their health
and prevent issues like metabolic bone disease.
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Behavior
These tortoises are generally calm and gentle, but they can
become stressed if handled too frequently or roughly. They are
solitary animals and should be housed alone unless breeding.
They enjoy digging and burrowing, so providing substrate like
sand or soil in their enclosure is beneficial.

Care
Proper care for Sulcata tortoises includes providing a suit-
able habitat with the right temperature and humidity levels, a
balanced diet, regular access to clean water for drinking and
soaking, and veterinary care as needed. Regular monitoring of
their health and behavior is essential for early detection of any
issues.

Legal Considerations
Before acquiring a Sulcata tortoise as a pet, it’s important to
research local laws and regulations regarding their ownership.
In some areas, they may be considered invasive species, and
ownership could be restricted.

Long-Term Commitment

Sulcata tortoises are a long-term commitment, as they can
live for several decades. Prospective owners should be prepared
for the responsibility of caring for them for the duration of their
lives.

Overall, African Sulcata tortoises, like Buddy, can make re-
warding pets for reptile enthusiasts who are willing to provide
the necessary care and attention they require.

Buddy enjoys a large backyard with plenty of dandelions to
snack on.

If you would like to feature your pet in Texoma Farm &
Home, please email alewter@ntin.net.
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